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Abstract: 

In this presentation, we consider whether the quality of academic research can 
be accurately captured by a single aggregated measure such as a ranking. With 
Shanghai University's Academic World Ranking of Universities as the basis for 
our study, we use robust Principal Component Analysis to uncover the underlying 
factors measured by this ranking. Our results show that the Shanghai rankings 
reflect not one but in fact two different and uncorrelated aspects of academic 
research.


